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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

LPEA Announces 2026 Board Election Candidates and Voting Details

Members to elect directors in three districts; voting opens April 20

DURANGQO, Colo. (April 13, 2026) — La Plata Electric Association (LPEA) has announced
candidates for its 2026 board election, with voting set to open April 20. Members will elect
directors in three districts, while the District 2 race has been canceled under the cooperative’s
bylaws. LPEA’s board includes four geographically defined districts, each represented by one
elected director.

The qualified candidates are:

District 1, Archuleta County: Nicole Pitcher, James D. Lane

District 2, South and West La Plata County: Greg Barber

District 3, City of Durango: Jennifer Jenkins, Jodi Zuber

District 4, North and East La Plata County: John Purser, David Luschen

“Our board elections are the most important ways members shape the future of their co-op,” said
LPEA CEO Chris Hansen. “As we continue building on our recent energy transition, member
participation is more important than ever. We encourage all eligible members to vote and join us
at the annual meeting.”

District 2 election canceled

Because only one candidate qualified in District 2, the LPEA board of directors voted March 25
to cancel the election in accordance with Article I1I, Section 5 of the cooperative’s bylaws. Greg
Barber will serve as the District 2 director beginning May 20, 2026.

Proposed bylaw amendment

To improve clarity and consistency in elections, the board has recommended a proposed bylaw
amendment establishing a “record date,” which defines which members are eligible to vote.
Members will vote on the amendment at the 2026 Annual Meeting. Full amendment language is
available at Ipea.coop.

How to vote

Starting April 20 at 8:00 a.m., eligible voters will have multiple ways to cast their ballots:
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e Online: Through SmartHub using the “Vote Now” button
¢ By Mail: Ballots will be mailed to LPEA members in mid-April
e In-Person: Members may vote in person at the Annual Meeting.

To be counted, online ballots must be submitted by 12:00 p.m. on May 19, and paper ballots
must be received by 4:00 p.m. on May 19, 2026. For more information about the 2026 director
election, proposed bylaw amendment, voting procedures, and candidate statements, visit
Ipea.coop/elections.

Annual meeting

The election coincides with LPEA’s annual meeting, where both election results and the outcome
of the proposed bylaw amendment will be announced. LPEA will host its 2026 Annual Meeting
on Wednesday, May 20, at its Durango headquarters.

Schedule:
* 11:30 a.m. — 12:30 p.m.: Registration, voting, and lunch
* 12:30 p.m. — 2:00 p.m.: Annual Meeting

Members are encouraged to arrive early to explore community power program booths and learn
about electrification opportunities. Attendees should bring a valid ID for check-in. Members are
encouraged to register by May 13 to reserve a boxed lunch. More information and registration
are available at Ipea.coop/annual-meeting

HiHH

Photos of candidates are available upon request. Candidate submitted biographies are available at
Ipea.coop/elections.

About LPEA

LPEA is a locally owned, member-governed electric cooperative serving approximately 37,000
homes and businesses across Southwest Colorado. As an independent co-op, LPEA is committed
to keeping power reliable and affordable while ensuring members have a direct voice, through
their directors, in how their energy future is shaped. LPEA serves a diverse region, from rural
communities and Tribal partners to growing towns and businesses, each with different energy
needs. Whether members are focused on keeping the lights on, managing their bills, or adopting
new technologies like solar and battery storage, LPEA is working to meet them where they are.
In 2026, LPEA joined the Southwest Power Pool, expanding access to a broader mix of energy
resources to strengthen reliability, reduce costs, and support a cleaner, more flexible energy
future, while keeping decisions local. Learn more about LPEA at Ipea.coop.
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